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Agenda

 Why focus on Child Find?

 Introduction to the 619 Child Find Self-Assessment 
(CFSA)

 Resources
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Why Child Find?

[T]here is one widely-accepted fact: early 
and intensive intervention can have a 

profound impact on the quality of life for 
children at risk and their families. The key is 

early detection.
First Signs. (n.d.). Our mission. Retrieved July 7, 2014 from the First Signs website: http://firstsigns.org/
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http://firstsigns.org/
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Why focus on Preschool Child Find?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/15278030225
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Opportunities to Strengthen Child Find

 Develop systems to better track and improve earlier identification. 

 Close gaps in integrating Part B 619 identification systems within States 
and local communities.

 Reduce gaps in tracking children from concerns to referral, 
evaluation, and services.

 Combine developmental monitoring and screening systems to 
increase earlier identification (more targeted and appropriate 
referrals) and receipt of early intervention services.

(Barger, Rice & Simmons, 2016; Barger et al, 2018)
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619 Child Find Self-Assessment (CFSA)
► Voluntary self-assessment tool for States and local educational 

agencies (LEAs) to assess their Child Find system under section 
619 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

► Collaborative effort with ECTA and DaSy
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619 CFSA

 To reaffirm the importance of appropriate implementation 
of the child find obligations under Part B of the IDEA.

 Reinforce that an effective child find system is an ongoing 
part of a State’s responsibility to ensure that FAPE is made 
available to all eligible children with disabilities.

 During the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous children have 
not registered for school or have unenrolled from schools. 
Many others have received instruction only virtually.
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619 Child Find Self-Assessment
Purpose: support programs in establishing efficient and effective 
Child Find systems.

► Similar format to the Part C 
tool with four components: 
1. Regulatory requirements 
2. Best Practices
3. Technical assistance and 

resources
4. OSEP policy letters and 

guidance

 Local Education 
Agency/District level focus

 Best Practice Themes include:
• Cross-sector collaboration
• Data Systems
• Technical adequacy of 

screening and evaluation tools
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How is the 619 CFSA Organized?
► Regulatory requirements specific to Part B Child Find

• Highlights the specific requirements all States must have for a Child Find System.

► Child Find Best Practices
• States and LEAs can utilize Section II of this tool to evaluate the implementation of their current 

policies, procedures, and practices. 
• it highlights practices that programs or researchers have found to be beneficial for preschool special 

education programs in identifying and locating children with disabilities or developmental delays (as 
defined by the State). 

► Technical Assistance and Resources 
• Provides an overview of OSEP funded resources and technical assistance centers that are committed 

to improving State early intervention and early childhood special education service systems. 

► OSEP Policy Letters and Guidance
• Describes OSEP policy letters and other guidance focused on child find in Part B 619
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Section 1: Regulatory Requirements 

► Fillable Word document

 Highlights requirements

 Includes:
• Child Find Requirement (34 C.F.R. § 300.111(a))
• Use of term “developmental delay” Screening procedures 

(optional) 
• Other children in child find (34 C.F.R. § 300.111(c))
• Construction (34 C.F.R. § 300.111(d))
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Section II : Best Practices Excel Tool
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Section II : Child Find Best Practices
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619 CFSA Best Practices List
 BP 1: Cross-Sector Collaboration

 BP 2: Identifying Children who are 
Underserved by Part B

 BP 3: Data and Data Systems

 BP 4: Technical Adequacy of Screening 
Tools

 BP 5: Efficiency of Screening and Referral 
Process and Procedures

 BP 6: Responding When Children are 
Found Ineligible for Part B

 BP 7: Evaluation of Child Find
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Section II : Data Summary of Child Find 
Best Practices



OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICESOSEP15

Section II : Child Find Action Plan
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Section III: Technical Assistance and 
Resources

 Federal Regulations Regarding Child Find
 Part B Eligibility Resources
Multi-Tiered Systems of Support/Response 

to Intervention Resources
 Screening Resources
 Public Awareness Resources
 Special Populations Resources
 Resources on Disruptions
 OSEP TA Centers Available to Provide TA 

around Child Find
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Section IV : OSEP Policy Letters & 
Guidance
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619 CFSA Feedback Form

Your Feedback is 
Important!
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenRTHs1RngiForceMq2JJ9SyWvUbR8mdrnNuAAGUXVx4A4mA/viewform
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TA Resources
 Updated versions of other child find TA 

resources are forthcoming, including 
the Child Find Funnel Chart Tool and 
Child Find Meaningful Differences 
Calculator

 DaSy and ECTA TA providers are 
available to support use of the Part B 
619 CFSA and other tools 
• Contact Evelyn Shaw 

evelyn.shaw@unc.edu

https://ectacenter.org/topics/earlyid/to
ols.asp

mailto:evelyn.shaw@unc.edu
https://ectacenter.org/topics/earlyid/tools.asp
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

QUESTIONS?
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